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for changing his religion, though he was not quite satisfied with it. As
Christian friends were endeavouring to convert him, even so were
Muslim friends. Gandhi expressed his difficulties in a letter to
Raj chandra. In order to clear his thought he corresponded also with
other persons in India and England in whom he had faith. He read
the Koran. The book that impressed him most was Tolstoy's The
Kingdom of God is Within You. His studies carried him in a direction
unthought of by the Christian friends. He read widely, "quite eighty"
books within a year.
Here in Pretoria, the religious spirit within him became a living
force, and here too he acquired a good knowledge of legal practice,
and gained confidence that he should not after all fail as a lawyer.
Dada Abdulla3 s suit against Tyeb Sheth was for ^£40,000 and arising
as it did out of business transactions, it was full of intricacies in
accounts. Both parties had engaged able attorneys and counsels.
Gandhi sifted facts for the attorney and took a keen interest in the
case. He read all the papers pertaining to the transactions, made a
fair study of book-keeping, arid improved his capacity for translation
by having to translate the correspondence which was for the most
part in Gujarati. He made a thorough study of law and acquired a
complete grasp of the case. His guiding principle now was "facts
are three-fourths of the law.53 Gandhi saw that the litigation, if
it were persisted in, would ruin the plaintiff and the defendant
and, therefore, persuaded Tyeb Sheth and Dada Abdulla to accept
arbitration. Both were happy over the result, and both rose in public
estimation. Gandhi as a lawyer tried to unite parties riven asunder,
and generally succeeded.
At the close of 1893 Gandhi was again in Durban, intending to
leave for India, but at a farewell party given by his clients he saw
Natal Mercury', and discovered that the Government was about to
introduce a bill to disfranchise Indians. He also saw that this was
likely to be the precursor of other disabling bills. He brought this at
once to the notice of his compatriots, and urged them to take con-
certed action, pointing out that if protests were not at once made
and the legislation opposed, nothing could prevent their ultimate
extinction. The Indians were startled. Abdulla Sheth said: "What
can we understand in these matters? We can only understand things
that affect our trade. As you know, all our trade in the Orange Free
State has been swept away. We agitated about it, but in vain. We are

